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Abstract 
The contemporary challenges confronting Nigeria as a developing economy 
demand for an urgent intervention in re-engineering adult and non-formal 
education to reposition it for effective teaching and learning. This is basically 
to make adult and non-formal education more responsive to the prevailing 
socio-economic challenges of the country. The paper identified the strategy of 
agro-based industrial establishment, entrepreneurship education strategy, 
strategy of lifelong education and advocacy strategy for social security as 
some of the strategies of re-engineering adult and non-formal education in 
Nigeria. The paper has the following recommendations: (1) There is an urgent 
need to ensure that the agro-based industrial concerns of various participating 
local communities are well articulated in re-engineering adult and non-formal 
education in Nigeria. (2) There should be a well developed curriculum for 
entrepreneurship education as an important area of focus in re-engineering 
adult and non-formal education in Nigeria.  

 
 The re-engineering of adult and non-formal education is now very imperative 
because of certain challenges confronting Nigerian developing economy. Essentially, 
adult and non-formal education should be re-engineered to reflect clearly the principles 
of addressing socio-economic real-life situations which are now part of the features of 
contemporary global environment. The socio-economic realities of life as manifested in 
the problems of high rate of unemployment, poverty, lack of wealth creation, high rate 
of crimes among others are part of the challenges of Nigerian developing economy 
which adult and non-formal education should be re-engineered to adequately address in 
the country. 
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 Adult and non-formal education should explore the ways of meeting real-life 
challenges in Nigeria with a view to repositioning the economy of participating local 
communities in particular and the country in general. This will make education a 
lifelong focused educational enterprise with the aim of addressing prevailing socio-
economic challenges which have characterized the country’s economy in particular and 
the contemporary global environment in general. This is, indeed, to make adult and non-
formal education more responsive to the prevailing socio-economic challenges of the 
country. 
 
The Strategy of Agro-Based Industrial Establishment 
 The strategy of agro-based industrial establishment is an important strategy of 
adult and non-formal education in addressing the prevailing issues of poverty 
eradication, self-reliance and national development in Nigeria. This agro-based 
industrial concern of adult and non-formal education can be seen as a good attempt 
aimed at promoting community development initiatives in the participating 
communities with a view to complementing national development in Nigeria. The idea 
is not only to boost food production, but also to stimulate communal and national 
consciousness to promote agro-based income generating projects, wealth and job 
creation in various participating communities in Nigeria. The areas of agro-based 
industrial concerns, indeed, require governmental support as well as non-governmental 
organizations’ (NGOs) support in order to record appreciable progress in improving the 
poor living conditions of members of various participating communities in Nigeria. 
  
 The agro-based industrial establishments will also extend their services to the 
area of food processing in order to enhance the quality of food intake in the 
participating communities. Therefore, the agro-based industrial concerns will certainly 
add value to the agricultural production in various local communities in Nigeria. This, 
however, requires huge financial investment for agricultural production, conducting 
relevant research among other efforts that will focus on guaranteeing food security in 
Nigeria. Aruma (2010) remarked that: 

 
Food security is an agro-based initiative to enhance 
agricultural production in the country. The idea is basically 
to revolutionalize the agricultural sector with the ultimate 
aim of enhancing food production for the teeming 
population. Indeed, food security requires the services of 
modern technology, research and development as well as 
adequate funding in order to achieve the much desired 
increase in agricultural production for the teeming 
population in the country. 
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 It must be noted that majority of the members of the participating local 
communities who are farmers greatly need to have relevant knowledge and skills that 
will enable them to increase agricultural production. This will ultimately translate into 
having more food on the table, enabling more people to have opportunities of 
generating income with a view to stimulating poverty reduction, enhancing self-
sufficiency in food production and complementing the efforts of the local people to 
community development as well as national development in Nigeria. 
  
 With the increasing population of Nigeria and poor investment in agriculture, it 
is now obvious that Nigeria as the biggest black country in the world cannot feed its 
citizens without necessarily depending on other countries in the global environment for 
food intervention projects. Sadly, Nigeria as a developing economy is in trouble if, 
indeed, the population cannot be fed without foreign intervention in various forms to 
guarantee adequate food supply in the country. Ojiako (2010) asserted that a nation that 
cannot feed its people is in crisis and not truly independent. There is an urgent need for 
adult and non-formal education to be re-engineered in order to be repositioned to 
enhance agricultural production for domestic consumption and excess for export to earn 
foreign exchange for the country. 
  
 The writer of this paper prefers to use the concept of self-sufficiency in food 
production to self-reliance since it is obvious that no country in the contemporary global 
environment is, indeed, self-reliant in its proper perspective. There is obvious need that 
a new area of focus on cassava production is given prominence in re-engineering adult 
and non-formal education for poverty reduction, self-sufficiency in cassava production 
and national development in Nigeria. The cassava production initiative will not only 
help to complement the use of wheat flour for production of bread, but will be exported 
to other countries to enhance the revenue base of Nigeria. This will certainly help to 
reduce the poverty level and stimulate opportunities for self-sufficiency in cassava 
production in the country. 
 
Entrepreneurship Education Strategy 
 Adult and non-formal education should be re-engineered to be able to address 
certain fundamental challenges confronting Nigeria as a developing country. The 
challenges are notably in the areas of high rate of unemployment, poverty, crimes, lack 
of opportunities to contribute to national development through meaningful engagement 
in wealth creation among others. The entrepreneurial disposition of re-engineering adult 
and non-formal education will, indeed, be very rewarding in repositioning the Nigerian 
developing economy through wealth creation, generating appreciable income for 
people, creating employment opportunities as well as stimulating the provision of 
adequate goods and services to the teeming population in Nigeria. This will, however, 
be achieved if people have relevant entrepreneurship education and skills on how to 
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manage small scale businesses or small scale industrial establishments in various local 
communities where in certain cases the raw materials are readily available. Essentially, 
entrepreneurship education has immense potential to reduce the high rate of poverty in 
Nigeria if the environment is conducive in the country. Okebukola (2011) noted that 
entrepreneurship education has the capability to reduce poverty level and enhance the 
living conditions of people in Nigeria. The income generating capabilities of 
entrepreneurship education will become a reality if entrepreneurship education is 
adequately planned and funded with the active support of the government of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria. Indeed, entrepreneurship education is very critical to national 
development in Nigeria as a developing economy in Africa which requires local 
production of certain goods and services in order to conserve the country’s foreign 
exchange on imported goods and services into the country. The interesting thing to note 
is that the local entrepreneurship initiatives can easily serve as good substitutes for the 
inferior products imported into Nigeria from a country like China. 
  
 The entrepreneurship disposition of re-engineering adult and non-formal 
education will certainly help to reposition the teeming unemployed youth population in 
Nigeria who roam about in the rural and urban areas aimlessly in search of means of 
livelihood to be gainfully engaged in meaningful ventures. Sadly, such unemployed 
young adult population can easily be lured into committing crimes such as armed 
robbery, stealing, prostitution, forgery, political thuggry, kidnapping, killing or 
destruction of lives and property among others in order to get easy money from crime 
sponsors in the society. Indeed, the unemployed youth who are desperately in need of 
money for survival are in most cases good tools to be used in carrying out evil acts for 
criminally minded sponsors of dastardly or evil acts in the society. The reason why 
unemployed youths are good tools in the hands of crime sponsors is because they are 
not gainfully employed in the society. Okebukola (2011) stated that young people 
commit small and vicious crimes in the society because they do not have work with 
which to earn a living and may need money for certain basic necessities of life. 
  
 However, re-engineering adult and non-formal education with a focus on 
entrepreneurship education will enable the young adult population to acquire 
entrepreneurial knowledge and skills that will help them to establish new business 
opportunities that will create wealth, generate income, create employment opportunities 
and produce goods and services instead of allowing certain imported goods and services 
to dominate in the country. If the goods which Nigerian entrepreneurs produce are of 
high quality comparatively with goods of international standard organization (ISO), 
they can be exported to other countries to earn foreign exchange for the country. 
Regrettably, Nigerian economy will never grow with continued reliance on imported 
inferior products from a country like China where fraudulent Nigerian importers prefer 
to import goods from at the detriment of local economy. 

Academic Discourse: An International Journal  



5 
 

The Strategy of Localized Focused Curriculum 
 Essentially, localized focused curriculum is another important strategy of adult 
and non-formal education in promoting poverty reduction, self-reliance (self-
sufficiency) and national development in Nigeria. The strategy of localizing the 
curriculum of adult and non-formal education becomes highly imperative in order to 
stimulate effective teaching and learning with a focus on local conditions of the 
participating communities in the contemporary society. Indeed, the curriculum of adult 
and non-formal education should be localized to a certain extent to reflect very clearly 
the realities of the participating communities concerned. Cropley and Menke (1979) 
stated that school curriculum has to be adapted to local conditions in the society. The 
idea for this is basically to enable adult and non-formal education to address prevailing 
local situations which have characterized the national economy, especially in areas of 
eradicating poverty or reduction of the poverty level if it cannot be eradicated in the 
country, achieving a reasonable level of self-sufficiency, and stimulating national 
development in Nigeria. 
  
 Meeting the localized occupational challenges of certain parts of the global 
environment demands that the curriculum of adult and non-formal education has to be 
localized in order to make it more responsive to the prevailing conditions and needs of 
the areas concerned. Aruma (2009) stated that curriculum of adult and non-formal 
education should endeavour to focus on certain specific occupational challenges, 
community and national development issues. It is, therefore, in addressing occupational 
challenges, community related issues that the curriculum of adult and non-formal 
education will remain relevant in stimulating effective teaching and learning that will 
lead to poverty reduction, self-sufficiency and national development in Nigeria. 
  
 Indeed, the relevant of curriculum of adult and non-formal education to adult 
learners’ needs cannot be overemphasized in the contemporary society. Madu (2009) 
emphasized that the curriculum should focus on the changing needs of the society as 
clearly requires in the understanding and application of new technologies. The focus of 
the curriculum of adult and non-formal education should be to make teaching and 
learning programmes very relevant to the adult learners in order to acquire new 
knowledge and skills that will ultimately help them to be relevant in meeting daily 
challenges of life in the society. This will stimulate consciousness in them to be job 
creators instead of being job seekers in the society. 
  
 It is, therefore, by demonstrating this entrepreneurial ingenuity and concern that 
the recipients of adult and non-formal education will help in poverty reduction, income 
generation and employment creation as well as   wealth creation in the society. These 
concerns will certainly complement the efforts of key players in the Nigerian 
developing economy in promoting national development. 
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The Strategy of Lifelong Education 
 Adult and non-formal education should employ the strategy of lifelong 
education in promoting community development enterprises for poverty reduction, self 
sufficiency and national development in Nigeria. Understandably, the concept of formal 
education with a focus on childhood education, adolescent education and youth 
education is not just adequate enough to prepare people to meet the challenges of life in 
the contemporary global environment. Cropley and Menke (1979) stated that formal 
education of childhood, adolescent and youth is no longer appropriate in meeting the 
requirements of contemporary life in the society. They argued that schooling cannot just 
provide all the knowledge that people will certainly need to have in their lifetime. 
Consequently, human beings are encouraged to engage in lifelong learning to be able to 
acquire relevant knowledge and skills that will be helpful to them in meeting the 
challenges of life during their lifetime in the contemporary global environment. Cropley 
and Menke (1979) stated that conscious learning in meeting anticipated changing 
requirements of life will obviously be required in people’s lifetime in the society. This, 
indeed, repositions people for effective service delivery in whatever situation they may 
find themselves in the contemporary global environment. 
 
Advocacy Strategy for Social Security 
 Interestingly, the advocacy strategy for introduction of social security in Nigeria 
is another important strategy of re-engineering adult and non-formal education in 
Nigeria. This becomes imperative in order to conscientise the political leadership and 
the people of Nigeria at various levels to understand the urgent need to introduce social 
security in the country as advocated by Article 22 of Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights (1948). As a strong advocate for conscientisation, Freire (1985) rightly 
advocated for the urgent need to raise people’s consciousness in order to be aware of the 
prevailing situations of their life in the society. Aruma and Aruma (2008) noted that this 
approach as advocated by Freire (1985) will certainly help people to promote the desire 
required to embrace social security in Nigeria. As a member State of United Nations 
(UN), Nigeria has the moral obligations to implement international agreements and 
mandates which focus on improving people’s living conditions in the contemporary 
global environment. 

 Advocacy strategy for social security in Nigeria serves as an important 
instrument of stimulating poverty reduction and conducive environment for national 
development. Indeed, this will certainly help to reduce the poverty level in Nigeria. 
There is obviously an urgent need to re-engineer adult and non-formal education in 
order to address poverty issues in Nigeria as a developing country with specific focus 
on people who live below international poverty line of a dollar ($1) a day. It is, 
however, difficult to really understand that in spite of the huge natural resources 
including oil wealth in Nigeria that the country has high rate of poverty among its 
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population. JDP/Caritas Nigeria (2008) stated that Nigeria is now considered as one of 
the twenty (20) poorest countries in the contemporary global environment. JDP/Caritas 
Nigeria (2008) further stated that over 70 per cent of Nigeria’s population is classified 
as poor while about 35 per cent of that population lives in extreme poverty in the 
country. 
  
 This issue of addressing poverty and other problems globally attracted the 
attention of United Nations in 2000. Consequently, in September, 2000 about 189 
member states of United Nations (UN) collectively endorsed eight (8) Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs). Todaro and Smith (2009) noted that eight (8) Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) which are ambitious, try to: eradicate extreme poverty and 
hunger, promote universal basic education (UBE), promote gender equality and 
empower women, reduce child mortality, enhance maternal health, comat HIV/AIDS, 
Malaria and other diseases, ensure environmental sustainability and promote a global 
partnership for development. 
  
 Specifically, the first Millennium Development Goal (MDG1) focuses on 
reduction of extreme poverty and hunger in the society. The targets of first Millennium 
Development Goal (MDG1) are to reduce by half the number of the population of 
people living on less than a dollar ($1) a day and to reduce by half the number of the 
population of the people who suffer from hunger. Fundamentally, these categories of 
the people in the global environment as identified in first Millennium Development 
Goal are poor people who do not have access to money or means of livelihood and food 
to guarantee their continued survival in the society. 
  
 Extreme poverty simply refers to a situation where people live on less than a 
dollar ($1) per day. Adult and non-formal education should be re-engineered to be 
repositioned adequately enough to promote advocacy for introduction of social security 
in Nigeria in order to take care of people who live below poverty line of less than a 
dollar per day. Regrettably, Nigeria lacks the political will to implement certain 
international agreements and commitments. Aruma (2011) identified lack of political 
will as a serious problem which militates against national development in Nigeria. In 
spite of the abundant natural resources and oil wealth in Nigeria, the government of 
Federal Republic of Nigeria does not want to provide social security for people who live 
below the poverty line in the country. It is the responsibility of the government to take 
adequate care of people both young and aged who live below poverty line in the 
country. 
 It is, however, regrettable that democracy in Nigeria has unduly placed a big 
burden on the scarce resources of the country. Ajaero (2011) noted that democracy in 
Nigeria has, indeed, become a huge burden on the financial resources of the country and 
the political class that is responsible for this does not seem to care about the devastation 
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on the economy. He further stated that a lot of money has gone down the drain in 
funding an unnecessarily bloated government bureaucracy and corrupt public officials. 
This unnecessarily over bloated bureaucratic government with its highly corruptive 
tendency in Nigeria is at the expense of the poor masses who are the largely 
unemployed youth population including children and the aged people who greatly need 
to be taken good care of by the government. As the accumulation of the money 
endlessly by the political class and their contractor associates who are purportedly 
executing “invisible” and poor contracts for them continues unabated, the imminent 
social revolution cannot be averted in Nigeria. 
 
Conclusion  
 The socio-economic challenges that confront the Nigerian developing economy, 
undoubtedly, made re-engineering adult and non-formal education for poverty 
reduction, self-sufficiency and national development very imperative in Nigeria today. 
The challenges manifest clearly in the areas of high rate of unemployment, high poverty 
level, and lack of wealth creation among others. It is, indeed, obvious that re-
engineering adult and non-formal education for repositioning the economy will 
certainly stimulate adult learners’ desire and consciousness to apply relevant knowledge 
and skills acquired to contribute in rebuilding the Nigerian economy. This will be 
achieved through wealth creation, income generation and employment creation among 
others in the participating communities in the country. These development initiatives 
which will help to address socio-economic challenges will complement national 
development in Nigeria.  
 
Recommendations  
 The following recommendations are made: 
 
1.  There is an urgent need to ensure that the agro-based industrial concerns of 

various participating local communities are well articulated in re-engineering 
adult and non-formal education in Nigeria. This will certainly help to add value 
to agricultural Production in the country, generate appreciable income for the 
people, create wealth and job opportunities as well as reduce poverty level in 
the country. 

 
2.  There should be a well developed curriculum for entrepreneurship education as 

an important area of focus in re-engineering adult and non-formal education in 
Nigeria. The idea is basically to help adult learners to acquire relevant 
entrepreneurial knowledge and skills that will enable them to engage in wealth 
creation, income generation, employment creation, poverty reduction among 
others for the teeming population of the country. 

 

Academic Discourse: An International Journal  



9 
 

3.  The government should provide the necessary incentives and economic 
opportunities to enable people to engage in meaningful economic ventures. This 
will help to stimulate wealth creation, generate income and employment 
opportunities as well as reduce poverty in the country. 

 
4.  There is an urgent need that a new area of focus on cassava production is given 

prominence in re-engineering adult and non-formal education for poverty 
reduction, self-sufficiency in cassava production and promotion of national 
development. The cassava production initiative will help to complement the use 
of wheat flour for production of bread and for export to other countries to 
enhance the revenue base of Nigeria. 

 
5.  There is, obviously, an urgent need for re-engineering adult and non-formal 

education to strengthen advocacy for introduction of social security in Nigeria. 
Indeed, the social security will help to serve as a good instrument for poverty 
reduction and stimulating conducive environment for national development. 

 
1. The unemployed people should be given about ten thousand naira (N10,000.00) 

only as monthly social security allowance for the period such people remain 
without gainful employment in Nigeria. The payment of this monthly social 
security allowance should stop as soon as any person under this category of 
unemployment gets gainfully engaged in a productive venture in the country. 
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